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A, others 
oppose p 
By Mary Wozniak 
N' a C;nz~tte 

1t.s a beginning. 
Timothy Henderson, president of the 

Residents Organized for the Lewiston-Por- 
ter  Environment group, likes it fine that 
the National Academy of Sciences has been 
called upon by the Department of Energy 

I to assess the department's plan to put a 
I final cap on a radioactive waste site in Le- 

wiston. 
"That's encouraging. Yeah, that's rnore 

of a response than we had anticipated. It 
seems to me that they're opening up the 
decision process again, which is great, arid 
it appears that it's in response to citizens' 
concerns and the concerns of the elected 
officials in this area. By all means I look 
forward to additional input," Henderson 
said. 

The announcement was made Thursday 
by Congressman John J. LaFaice, D-Tona- 
wanda, who said he had been working 9:- 
hind the scenes for some tipie to bring 
about a review of the energy department's 
proposal. 

There are 255,000 cubic yards of radio- 
active waste and residue at the 191-acre 
Niagara Falls Storage Site, near Lutts and 
Pletcher roads in the Town of Le'iviston. 
The material is from the hlanhattan Pro- 
ject, which created the first atdniic bomb. 

The energy department also will hold an 
"availability session" at the site, which is a 
kind of open house, from 4 to 7 p.m. 
Thursday. Residents can bring their con- 
cerns to the session and have their qiie8- 
tions answered on a one-on-one basis, s& 
Ronald E. Kirk, the department's site man- 
ager. 

The energy department's proposal is op- 
posed by the Environme~ital Protection 
Agency, the state Department of Health 
and the state Department of EnvironhZi~.tiil 
Conservation. These agencles say the cur- 
rent containment standard i ~ i  use at the site 

is not good enough for long-term, on-site 
management of the high-level radioactive 
residues there. 

The only answer, they say, is removing 
the residues to a high-level radioactive 
waste repository, when one is built. 

Congressman LaFalce also announced 
Thursday that the energy department is 
"totally re-opening its review of how to 
deal permanently" with radioactive waste 
on four sites in the Town of Tonawanda. 

In November, the energy department 
had recornmended in an En\iironniental Im- 
pact Statement that 350,000 cubic yards of 
low-level radioactive waste on the four 
sites be consolidated and stored perilia- 
nently 011 one of tlie sites, on River- Road 
along the Niagara River. 

But LaFalce said that he questioned the 
thoroughness of the proposal "through let- 
ters, telepholle con~ersations and private 
meetings" tvith erierby department offi- 
cials. 

1,aFalce said he opposed on-site storage 

in part because: NFSSp08.08p0297pa 
11I The energy department's study d ~ d  

not adequately address the consequences 
of failure in the clay containment cell, 
which might occur as a result of natural 
disaster or improper maintenance. 

IPI The study does not adequately ad- 
dress the issue of potential migration of 
contaminants to the nearby Niagara River. 

Carl J. Calabrese, supervisor of the 
Town of Tonawanda, said Thursday he was 
"pleased" with the announcement. "I t  
was a horrendous decision to put this type 
of waste right on a prime waterfront area 
that is on the verge of developing a renais- 
satlce," he said. 

"I don't think tlie fight is over yet. 
though," added Calabrese, a nieniber of a 
group called the Coalition Against Nuclear 
hlaterials in Tonawanda (CANiT). l ie  said 
he won't be satisfied until he sees a 
statement from Energy Secretary Hazel K .  
O'Leary that a decision has been made t c ~  
move the waste to Clive, Utah. There is a 
private facility i11 Clive called Envirocar-t. 
that takes lowilevei radioactive waste, hc 
said. 
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